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the middle of the sixth century a tribe of Scythian Tartars, from the banks of the Irtish, commenced their
depredations. Rapidly they subjugated and absorbed other tribes. In the course of a few ages they overran all
of Egypt and all of Asia Minor, and established the most energetic and bloody military despotism earth has ever
known. Early in the fourteenth century these semi-barbarians could rally beneath their banners a far more
powerful army than any nation in Christendom could raise. The Turks now resolved to bring all Europe under
their sway, and all Europe was appalled by the menace. They took possession of the Hellespont and the
Bosphorus, crossed the Straits, and with blood-dripping cimeters overran Greece. Mercilessly the Christians
were massacred - the boys and the girls only being reserved as slaves, to be trained in the Moslem faith and to
serve in the harems and the armies. In April, 1453, Mohammed Il., with a land army of 300,000 men and a fleet
of 600 vessels, laid siege to Constantinople. For fifty-three days the storm of war beat, without cessation, upon
the doomed city; and then the Turks, rushing through the breaches, sword in hand, in a few hours cut down 60,
000 of the helpless inhabitants. In this terrific drama scenes were enacted too harrowing for recital, and which
could not have been exceeded by an army of fiends newly arrived from Pandemonium. Thus fell the Greek
empire. The crescent was unfurled proudly from the domes of Constantinople, Athens, and Corinth; and
throughout the whole of the Peloponnesus the head of the Christian...
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