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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . manifestation of dislike for all that is frail and maimed and decrepit. In
nature we see this strong bias acting beneficially in the evolution of the race, by placing an embargo upon all
that is weak and unfitted for life s strain and struggle. One of the wonders of Christianity has been the
transformation of this weakness into might of character; this humiliation of body into spiritual triumph. The
sickly sentimentality of a generation ago, which made it appear that beauty of soul was only attained through
weakness of body, and that made all good children die young after protracted illnesses, was but a parasite and
parody foisted upon the true parable of pain. Character, robust, resourceful and ready for active service, is still
formed in the rough battleground of life, where strength meets strength and grapples for the victory. But the
service Christianity has rendered is to show that there are other schools of character, and that the product of 5
such teaching as pain and sickness may be no less noble and forceful in uplifting power than that produced in
the roar of the busy mart or amid the rattle of shot and shell. The Christian faith, therefore, has a message of
courage and hope to bring to the sick-bed and the very nature of illness makes the sufferer especially ready to
receive it. Life wears a busy aspect to the poor of these countries where so little is earned by such great...
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