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Standards: Held Under the Auspices of the U. S. Children s Bureau and the National Probation Association,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 21-22, 1921 The Conference on Juvenile-Court Standards was opened by the Hon.
Herbert C. Parsons, president of the National Probation Association, with a brief statement of the purpose of
this conference under the joint auspices of the Children s Bureau of the United States Department of Labor and
the National Probation Association. He then introduced the chairman of the first-session. Chairman: Hon.
Michael S. Sheridan, Judge of the Juvenile Court of Milwaukee County, Wis. Introductory Statement. Julia C.
Lathrop, Chief of the United States Children s Bureau. A conference like this offers certain marked advantages
to a Government bureau. First, it brings together the stimulating, free activity of a voluntary organization and
the traditionally calm placidity of governmental method. Second, it subjects us to each other s candid criticism
in a friendly atmosphere that is good for the Government bureau, at least. Third, and most valuable, it
exemplifies and encourages cooperation between public and private agencies. And this cooperation - intelligent
and disinterested - must exist if the public which supports us by taxes or by voluntary contributions is to secure
the services it is endeavoring to purchase from us both. We may hope that what is described as the Government
stroke may be quickened by our deliberations, and, on the other hand, that you may feel more inclined to trust
your cargoes to craft which can not turn turtle nor stop moving forward, however slow the rate of progress.
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