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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .its free library. The plan has proven practical as well as popular, and
there has been talk of adopting it in other counties. In Van Wert, the Brumback Free Library has been dedicated
and opened to all the citizens of the county. The building, a model structure for the purpose, is -the gift of the
late J. S. Brumback. A tax is levied on the county for its support. The library has been opened only since
January first and is now supplying books to all parts of the county. An interesting article-in the May Forum
describes the progress of the work. The writer says: The method adopted by the Brumback Library to bring its
books to all parts of Van Wert county is easily explained. The library itself--which represents a value of $50,000,
receives, an annual income of fully $6,500 and hasa stack-room capacity, when all available room shall be
used, of 100,000 volumes--is located in the city of Van Wert, the county seat of Van Wert county. Fortunately, this
city is located in the center of the county, which contains in round numbers 275,000 acres and has a population
of 35,000. Besides the central library there are ten branch libraries, which are so situated that every resident of
the county is within easy access of the library itself or one of its branches. The ten branches have a unique
feature in the form of what may be called a traveling library system, and are also...
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