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2 of 2: Selected and Arranged, With a Preface He was accesible to men of all degrees, and familiar, but by no
means vulgar in his bearing, he was distinguished as much in the retired walks of life by his unaffected
simplicity and kindness, as in public by the exercise of his great talents and acquirements. The death of such a
man, of great wisdom and worth, whose whole life has been passed in the public service, and whose history is
interwoven with that of our country in some of its brightest and most interesting passages, furnishes a proper
occasion for the expression of general respect and regret. In these sentiments we most fully join; but at the
same time we cannot so far lose sight of those great principles of government which we consider essential to
the permanent prosperity of man, as to neglect the occasion offered by the death of Judge Marshall to express
our satisfaction that the enormous powers of the Supreme tribunal of the country will no longer be exercised
by one whose cardinal maxim in politics inculcated distrust of popular intelligence and virtue, and whose
constant object, in the decision of all constitutional questions, was to strengthen government at the expense of
the people s rights. The hackneyed phrase, de mortuis nil nisi bonum, must be of comprehensive meaning
indeed, if it is intended that the grave shall effectually shelter the theoretic opinions and official conduct of men
from animadversion, as well as the foibles and offences of their private lives. In this sense at least we do not
understand the...
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