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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .we can assign to x any value whatever, i.e., the problem is indeterminate.
Solving this equation as a linear equation, we obtain x-x = 40-40, or (1-1)x = 40-40; 40-40 0 whence x ==--1-10 The
indeterminate result, -, therefore means that any finite number satisfies the condition of the problem. It is
evident from the problem that the father will be at any time 30 years older than his son. Pr. 2. A merchant buys
4 pieces of goods. In the second there are 3 yards less than in the first, in the third 7 yards less than in the first,
and in the fourth 10 yards less than in the first. The number of yards in the first and fourth is equal to the
number of yards in the second and third. How many yards are there in the first piece? Let x = the number of
yards in the first piece, then x--3 = the number of yards in the second piece, x--7 = the number of yards in the
third piece, x--10 = the number of yards in the fourth piece. Therefore, by the condition of the problem, we have
x ](x-10) = (a;-3) + (x-7), or 2x-10 = 2x-10. This equation is an identity, and is therefore satisfied by any finite value
of x. If it be solved in the usual way, we obtain (2-2) x = 10-10, 10-10 0 That is, the conditions of the problem will
be satisfied...
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